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XXVIII. Of triangles defcribed in Circles and about them. 
By John Stedmani M. D, 


Redde, March aj, 1775. 


PROPOSITION I. 

^n equilateral triangle infcribed within a circle is larger 
than any other triangle that can be infcribed within the 
fame circle, 

L et ABC (tab. VIII. fig. I.) be an equilateral trian¬ 
gle, infcribed in the circle adcb; and let ade be a 
triangle fuppofed larger than abc. Let AD^be drawn 
with one of its angles at the fame point with one of the 
angles of the equilateral triangle, fnppofe at a, and then 
its other two angles will fall either on the fegments adb 
and AEc, or one of the angles will on the fegment bc. 
Firft, let one of its angles fall at d, between a and b ; and 
the other at e, between a and c, and draw the line be. 
In the triangles abc, abe, the triangle abf is common, 
and the two rem^ing triangles bfc, afe, are fimilar; 
for the angle afe is equal to its oppofite angle bfc; and 
the two. angles eac, ebc, are equal, being fubtended by 
the fame fegment ec, and fo the two remaining angles 

aef. 
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AEF, BCF, muft be equal; wherefore the fides are pro¬ 
portional, and Bc and ae, fubtending equal angles muft 
be homologous; but bc is equal to ac, which is greater 
than ae; confequently the triangle bfc is greater than 
AFE, and fo the equilateral triangle abc is greater than 
the triangle abe. In the fame manner, the triangle 
ABE may be proved greater than ade; for ahe is com¬ 
mon, and the two tri^igles adh, bhe, are limilar, and 
their lides proportional; and ad and be, fubtending 
equal angles, muft be homologous; but be is greater 
than BC, which is equal to ab, and that again greater 
than ad; confequently be is greater than ad, and the 
whole triangle aeb greater than aed ; and fo the equi¬ 
lateral triangle mvift, d fortiori^ be greater than aed. 

Next, let the triangle ade be fuppofed greater than 
the equilateral triangle abc, and let the angle ade fall 
fomewhere in the fegment bdc, (fee fig, 2.) fo that the 
fegnientEC may be greater than BD; for if it were not, 
the angle aed being applied to any of the angles of the 
equilateral triangle, the demonftration would become the 
fame as in the firft cafe; wherefore the fegments aec, 
bdc, being equal, and bd being lefs than ec, ae muft be 
lefs than dc. Draw the right line dc, and then in the 
two triangles ado, ade, the triangle afd is common, 
and the two triangles afe, dec, are equiangular and 
fimilar, and the fides ae, dc, fubtendiqg equal angles,, 
are homologous; but dc is greater than, ae ; lb the trian¬ 
gle DFC is greater than the triangle afe, and the whole 
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triangle adc is greater than ade:; but the equilateral 
triangle may be proved greater than adc from the firfl: 
cafe, and confequently greater than ade» Ei D% 

EROPOSITI ON II. 

jin equilateral triangle deferibed about a circle is lefs than 
any other triangle that can be deferibed about the fame 
circle. Fig. 3. 

LET the equilateral triangle abc bedeferibed about 
the circle hik, and let the triangle bdg be fuppoled lefs 
than the equilateral triangle. Draw the line af parallel 
to Bc, then the triangles afe, egc, are limilar; fof the 
oppofite angles aef^ gec, are equal, as likewife the angle 
AFE to the angle egc ; the lines af and gc being parallel, 
and falling upon the fame line fg, the angles afe and 
EGC are therefore equal, and the fides ae, eC, fubtending 
equal angles, are homologous; but the lide of the equi¬ 
lateral triangle AC being equally divided at i, the line 
AE is greater than ec, and confequently the triangle afe 
is larger than the triangle egc ; and the triangle DAE 
much larger than EOC : therefore, in the triangles dbg 
and ABC the part abge being common the Whole trian¬ 
gle DBG is larger than the equilateral triangle. ^ £. D( 
Whatever other triangles can be deferibed about a cir¬ 
cle, may be demonftrated to be larger than an equilateral 
triangle deferibed about the fame circle, upon the fame 
principles as the preceding. 
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PROPOSITION III. 

srJte /qmre of theji^e of an eqt^ateral triangle inforibod m 
a circle is equal to a reBangk under the diameter tf tbe 
circle^ and a perpendicular let fall from anyi wsgle pf tbe 
triangle upon the oppq/ftejide. Fig. 4, 

THE two tmogles adc, ajc, are equi-angidar and 
Hmilar, the angles acd, aec, being both right, and that 
at a common; therefore ad : ac :: ac : ae, and ac*~ 
ADX AE. ^iE.DW. 

The fquare of one fide of the triangle being com- 
pleated fo as to include the triangle, 1 fay, that part 
of the fide of the fquare that falls within the circle 
is equal to the radius; and the other part, lying with¬ 
out the circle, is equal to the radius minus twice the 
portion lying between the fide of the fquare, and the 
circumference of the circle; or is equal to that part of 
the radius that lies between the centre and the fide of 
the fquare minus the remainder of the radius; that is cl 

(a) And univerfally, a perpendicular being drawn from any angle of a rigbt- 
llned triangle to the oppoiite hde, the rectangle under the two fides which contain 
that angle, is equal to the re^angle under the perpendicular and the diameter of 
the circumfcribed circle. (See tab. Viii. fig. 5.) 

From A, one angle of the triangle bac^ draw ae perpendicular to the fide 
BC. Round the triangle bac defcribe a circle, and draw the diameter AO* I fay, 
the rectangles ac x ab, ae x ad, are equal. Join db. The angle DBA is a 
fight angle. Therefore it is equal to the right angle cea. The angles at the 
circumference ace, adb, are equal, becaufe they ftand upon the fame arc AB. 
Therefore the two triangles ace, adb, are limilar, and ac ; A£ =; AD : ab. 
Therefore ac x Asr: ae x ad. ^ £, «» HonavSAr. 
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is equal to the radius, and li=kg— aMoj or li=km~mo. 
FO being parallel to Bc, and confequently perpendicular 
to 1 C, muft divide the chord Lc in two equal parts; 
that Mc being equal to ke, lc mud; be equal to ake; but 
Ee (by EUCL. 1 . XIII. pr. 12. cor. a. Glav.) is equal to 
ED; therefore lc = kd the radius. The fide of the 
fquare ic being equal to bc is likewife equal to nm ; but 
LC being equal to Ko, the remaining part li muft be 
equ^ to NK — MG ; or to kM— Mo. ^ E. D. 
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